
Page 8B                                               Georgia Plumbing News - August 31st, 2009

Legislative Report

John D. Royds, PE
ASPE VP Legislative

Hello ASPE Atlanta.
I hope everyone is doing

well and ready to get back
into the swing of things.
School has started back,
morning traf fic has in-
creased, kids’ fall sports
programs have begun (I now
have 2 girls in gymnastics)
and ASPE Atlanta Chapter
monthly meeting are resum-
ing.

Please mark your calen-
dars for Tuesday, September
22 as this will be our first

dinner program for the
2009-2010 chapter meet-
ings.  Remember, we are
meeting at a new location
this year.  Plan to meet at
Villa Christina located at
4000 Summit Blvd at Perim-
eter Summit off of Ashford
Dunwoody Road just inside
I-285.  If you show-up at the
Holiday Inn, you will be
mighty lonely.

In general, the ASPE At-
lanta Chapter dinner meet-
ings are the fourth Tuesday
of each month from Septem-
ber through May with the
exception of the annual
Product Show held in No-
vember and Golf Outing in
June.  Social hour begins at
6pm and dinner at 7pm.  VP
Technical, Steve Mastley,
has been busy lining up
some very interesting pro-
grams for this year.  Be sure
to be there.

The State Codes Advisory
Committee (SCAC) met on
July 23, 2009.  It will recom-

mend that the Department of
Community Affairs (DCA)
Board adopt Georgia Amend-
ments to the 2006 Editions of
the following State Minimum
Standard Codes: International
Mechanical Code (IMC), Inter-
national Fuel Gas Code
(IFGC), International Plumbing
Code (IPC), International
Building Code (IBC), Interna-
tional Fire Code (IFC) and In-
ternational Residential Code
for One- and Two-Family
Dwellings (IRC).  The pro-
posed Georgia Amendments
are available for review on the
Georgia Department of Com-
munity Affairs webpage:
www.dca.ga.gov/develop-
ment/constructioncodes/pro-
grams/codeamendments
.asp.

The proposed Georgia
Amendments will be pre-
sented to the Board of Com-
munity Affairs at 10:30 A.M.
on Wednesday, November 4,
2009 at the Georgia Depart-
ment of Community Affairs, 60
Executive Park South, N.E.,
Atlanta, Georgia 30329-2231,
(404) 679-4940.  If approved,
(and they should be), they will
become effective January 1,
2010.  If you have any ques-

 ASPE Education Report

Bob Witt, CPD
VP Education

Greetings Atlanta chap-
ter members.

Announcing Annual
ASPE Scholarship

The Atlanta —ASPE
Chapter is pleased to an-
nounce that the application
period for a $1000.00
scholarship  has closed.
Please keep in mind that
this is an annual event and
that it is now available for
members and their immedi-
ate family {spouse, child or
grandchild}.  The scholar-
ship award is determined by
the Atlanta Chapter Board
based on the applications

received. Additional informa-
tion and scholarship applica-
tions are available on the web
www.aspe-atlanta.com.

Remember that Saturday
Sept 19, 2009 is the second
annual  J. Q. Bullard and RBI
Private Affair for ASPE and
ASHRAE engineers and their
families.  The pre paid event
will give engineers and their
families a whole day to enjoy
the fall season at Uncle Bob’s
Pumpkin Farm in Newnan GA.
Guests must pre-register
with Mar tha Jean at
404.633.2507 with names
and how many are attend-
ing.  Lunch of smoked ribs
and chicken and hot dogs
for kids is from 12-2: PM.
See you all there.  See ac-
tivit ies at www.uncle-
bobpumpkinpatch.com

SOMETHING FISHEY
ABOUT THIS STORY

Double standards.  Some-
times it is hard to find some-
thing interesting to write
about.  This month it is fish.
Thursday Aug 20, 2009 USA
TODAY in a front page article
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Spencer Bristol Engineering, Inc.

Michael Wagner, Seford Penn, Doug Bristol, Frank L’Estrange, Terre Hooks, Rodney Lester, Susan
Mohr, Rui Silva, Morley Spencer, Glen Gabriel with Shelby Spencer.

When Morley Spencer
and Doug Bristol joined
forces to form Spencer
Bristol Engineering, Inc., it
was the result of a long and
productive professional re-

lationship driven by shared
values and similar vision of
how to best serve their cli-
ents.

They had first worked to-
gether in the early 1990’s

when they held executive
positions at a large interna-
tional engineering firm, and
although each left to start
their own engineering firms,
over the ensuing decade

they routinely found them-
selves working together on
the same projects.  The
combination clicked and
eventually they reached the
decision to merge their
practices to form Spencer
Bristol Engineering, a con-
sulting engineering firm of-
fering a full range of ser-
vices provided by a talented
team of engineering profes-
sionals.

Both principals had a vi-
sion of a firm that was cli-
ent focused and driven by
a passion to provide uncom-
plicated engineering solu-
tions, while remaining small
and nimble enough to re-

spond to a fast paced indus-
try.  To achieve their vision,
they assembled a staff of
exceptionally talented pro-
fessionals, over half of whom
are registered engineers
with combined professional
experience totaling more
than a century.

One of their key deci-
sions was to recruit Frank
L’Estrange to head their
plumbing engineering team.
Frank’s broad project expe-
rience and thoughtful, prac-
tical engineering design
skills were just a part of his
appeal: he was also a per-
fect choice to lead the firm’s
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one year. As soon as you be-
come employed then we
simply move your member-
ship back to its current level.
If you have been affected
please contact me directly
and I can help get you the
correct forms.

I am always open to new
ideas on how to increase
participation in the Atlanta
Chapter. If you have new
ideas in regards to member-
ship or making our local
chapter better, please do not
hesitate to contact me at
770-715-9415 or at rohlince
@watts.com.!

CONTINUED from PAGE 5B

President

Legislative
tions regarding any of the pro-
posed code amendments,
you can contact the Con-
struction Codes Program at
404-679-3118 or
constructioncodes@dca.ga.gov.

The proposed Georgia
Amendments are available on
line, but I will cover the
amendments in more detail
beginning next month, so stay
tuned.

Please make sure to
check out the latest issue of
Plumbing Systems & Design
Magazine.  There are many
interesting articles in this pub-
lication.  And for all those at-
tending the 2009 Plumbing
Engineering and Contracting
Technical Symposium in
Dearborn, MI, there is a lot of
good information regarding
the Technical Symposium.

If anyone has an interest-
ing website they frequently
use for code information
please share it with us.  You
can email me at vp-
legislative@aspe-atlanta.com
and I will be glad to mention
it in future articles.
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titled “all fish caught in U.S.
–tested streams have mer-
cury in them.  It goes on to
say that most of the mercury
comes from the atmosphere
and that power plants and
cement factories and gar-
bage incarcerators make up
most of the contribution.  No
where does it state the
amount of mercury and what
the danger levels are.  EPA
says that 27% of the tested
fish had mercury levels high
enough to exceed what they
consider safe for the average
fish eater.  Alarmist informa-
tion.  So if you catch a fish in
an American stream and it
floats belly down it is prob-
ably too heavy with mercury

to eat.  But what is the ac-
tual amount.  And even more
important what is the actual
amount of mercury that is
naturally occurring.  There is
no Control for the survey.

On the other hand the
government is considering a
compulsory inoculation for
theH1N1 swine flu virus.  The
penalty for refusing the inocu-
lation is severe.  They will im-
mediately quarantine you and
charge you with a felony then
take you off the a vaccinating
resisters refuge.  Here is
where it gets interesting.  The
fish story sys that it is particu-
larly bad for children, infants,
and pregnant women to eat
the stream and lake caught

fish.   At the same time they
may mandate that everyone
get inoculated.  What is in the
vaccine?   MERCURY!!!
Mercury, some have said, is
the root cause of the link be-
tween vaccinations and au-
tism and neurological disor-
ders says the “Daily Dose”.
The CDC has stated the “a
certain amount of human
wastage” could result.    What
to do? As recently as July,
President Obama stated at a
flu summit that” the most im-
potent thing …is to make sure
that state and local officials
prepare now to implement a
vaccination program in the
fall .”  Big Brother bad
medicine.!
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Education
internal training programs
and other critical initiatives
such as the firm’s transition
to Revit.

Frank joined SBE in Au-
gust, 2007 and quickly
proved himself to be an ex-
cellent choice for the role.
He not only serves in a lead-
ership role in LEED related
initiatives, but also played a
key role in establishing CAD
standards, and instituted
and manages SBE’s internal
training program.  He intro-
duced a regular schedule of
“lunch and learn” sessions
and hands on training ses-

sions, along with other pro-
grams that help ensure the
highest possible standards
of quality are achieved.

Thanks to contributions
by Frank and other mem-
bers of the SBE team, today
the firm is a full-service MEP
consulting engineering firm
with the skills and resources
to design and manage
projects of any size and
complexity.  The firm prides
itself on the diversity of its
client list and project types
which range from small
single-discipline jobs to de-
manding projects involving
multiple buildings and dis-
ciplines, and in industries

Spencer Bristol
CONTINUED from PAGE 8B
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ranging from aviation to edu-
cation to data centers to
detention facilities.

While SBE is respected
for its work in new construc-
tion projects such as the
Jackson County Jail and the
newly announced
Dunwoody Academic Build-
ing at Georgia Perimeter Col-
lege, perhaps one of the
things SBE does best is en-
gineering design for renova-
tion projects.  This is where
the vision that Doug Bristol
and Morley Spencer em-
braced early on shines
through in SBE’s practical,
uncomplicated engineering
solutions to what many might
view as daunting and com-
plex.

 For further information on
Spencer Bristol Engineering,
Inc. please visit their website
at www.spencerbristol.com or
you may contact them at 770-
414-1628.!

Spencer Bristol
CONTINUED from PAGE 9B

Helmets to Hardhats
Places Veterans into the
Construction Industry

The United Association of
Plumbers, Pipefitters, and
Sprinkler Fitters has
partnered up with the United
States Military to create a new
and exciting program called
“Helmets to Hardhats”. Hel-
mets to Hardhats is a national
program that connects
transitioning active-duty and
reserve-component members
with training and employment
opportunities within the

Plumbing, Pipefitters, and
construction industry. The
program allows candidates to
start construction careers
soon after they apply, and
also gives them credit for mili-
tary training and experience.
The intent of the program is
to help those with military ex-
perience get hired in civilian
construction trades that the
program’s organizers claim
are facing a critical labor
shortage.

The new students will train
both in the class room and
on the job. All training is free
to veterans who are being
placed in construction ca-
reers nationwide. Plumbers
and Pipefitters are in high de-
mand in all parts of the coun-
try. Job opportunities for this
career are plentiful and will
continue to be so as the con-
struction industry continues
to grow.  If you or someone
you know might be interested
in this great new program
please visit www.helmet
stohardhats.org!

ASSE Series 7000
Receives ANSI Approval
The American Society of

Sanitary Engineering's Se-
ries 7000-2008, a Profes-
sional Qualifications Stan-

dard for Plumbing Based
Residential Fire Protection
Systems Installers and In-
spectors, has been ap-

proved by the American
National Standards Institute.
The recent approval makes
this standard the only
Plumbing-Based Residential
Fire Protection Systems In-
stallers and Inspectors Pro-
fessional Qualifications
Standard to be approved by
ANSI.

The ASSE Series 7000-
2008 consists of two stan-
dards: the 7010 Standard
and the 7020 Standard. The
7010 standard applies to
individuals who provide lay-
outs, details, and calcula-
tions for plumbing-based
residential fire protection
systems for one and two-
family dwellings and install
such systems. The 7020
Standard applies to individu-
als who inspect plumbing-
based residential fire protec-
tion systems for one and
two-family dwellings. Neither
of these standards apply to
the installation of stand-
alone fire protection sys-
tems.

With the proliferation of
residential fire suppression

systems being installed in
compliance with the Na-
tional Fire Protection Asso-
ciation Standard 13D, ASSE
was requested to develop a
standard series for Plumb-
ing-Based Residential Fire
Protection Systems Install-
ers and Inspectors as part
of their Professional Qualifi-
cations Standards program.
More people die in their
homes annually due to fires

than due to all natural disas-
ters combined; a plumbing
based residential fire sup-
pression system is a signifi-
cant solution.Hoping to pre-
serve public health and
safety, the ASSE Series
7000-2008 contains the uni-
form minimum requirements
for qualified installers and
inspectors of plumbing
based residential fire sup-
pression systems.!

A Certifier’s Roundtable will take place during PMI’s
Fall Meeting on Tues., Oct. 13, 2009. Representatives
of the various certification bodies have been invited
to engage in a panel discussion on topics such as:
mutual acceptance of test data green product certifi-
cation and certification of products in compliance with
new prescriptive lead laws.

PMI’s hope is that the forum will foster greater co-
operation and coordination on issues of shared inter-
est within the plumbing community. Participants in the
panel include CSA International, NSF International,
Water Quality Association, IAPMO, Underwriters Labo-
ratories, ICC and Truesdail.

Registration is still open for the PMI Fall Meeting,
being held October 11-14 at the Sheraton National
Hotel in Arlington, VA.!

Certifier's Roundtable
to be Held at PMI

Fall Meeting




